
Claiborne Christian School English I (9th Grade) Summer Reading Assignment 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee   

Your summer reading assignment is to read the classic novel To Kill a Mockingbird and answer 

the following questions. Please read the book. Many students believe that watching a movie 

version of a book is the same as reading the book. This is not correct. The movie version of To 

Kill a Mockingbird differs in significant ways from the novel. All assignments on this novel are 

based on close readings from the book as well.  

Carefully provide complete, thorough, and original answers for each of the questions that you 

will find on the following pages. I expect high-quality answers—not short phrases and one-

sentence answers. Look up any terms or words you do not know.  

Please type your responses to the below questions using Times New Roman 12-point font. Please 

double space and number your responses accurately. You do not need to type the question. These 

questions are designed to help increase your comprehension of this novel. These questions will 

be discussed in class, so have your typed responses along with this assignment sheet and your 

book with you when you come.  

Please bring TWO copies with you. One copy I will collect for a grade on the first full day of 

school, August 18, 2016. The other copy you will keep for class discussion. You will also 

receive a grade for a READING CHECK TEST on the novel, which will be taken on August 18 

as well. Note that the test is designed to be easy IF you read the book.  

If you have any questions, you may email me at erica.osborne@claibornechristian.org. Have a 

wonderful summer and happy reading!     

Mrs. Osborne 

 

Before you respond to the below questions, review these literary terms.    

1. Characters - Individuals in a story.    

2. Point of View – Vantage point from which a writer tells a story.   

3. Setting – Time and place of the story, including any historical significance   

4. Plot – A series of related events that make up a story (cause and effect relationships).   

5. Complications – Problems and/or obstacles the main characters must (attempt to) overcome.  

6. Conflicts – The BIG problems the characters encounter.  Their conflicts can be:  

A.  External conflict- a struggle with an outside force. Examples: Man vs. Man or Man vs. 

Nature  

B.  Internal conflict – a struggle between the main character’s opposing needs, desires or 

emotions, such as a moral conflict.  Ex: A character is struggling with guilt.   
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7.   Climax – is the most intense moment in the plot, the moment at which something happens 

that reveals how the conflict will turn out.  

8.  Resolution or denouement – all the problems have been resolved, and the story has been 

brought to a close.   

9. Theme – The central idea, message, or insight revealed by a work of literature.   

10. Bildungsroman – A novel about the moral and psychological growth of the main character.  

 

Questions 

1. In Chapter 1 (p. 6 in the Grand Central Publishing edition), the narrator notes, “But it was a 

time of vague optimism for some of the people: Maycomb County had recently been told that it 

had nothing to fear but fear itself.” This alludes to another famous quote.   

 A) Who in history said, “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself”? (Look it up online if you 

do not know.)  B) What was the situation in which it was said?   C) Given what you have learned 

about this quotation, estimate the year it is in the novel (time). D) What is the geographic setting 

(the place)? 

2. Give a brief summary of the plot of the novel. (6 to 8 sentences)   

3. List six main characters in the novel and give a very brief description of them. (2 sentences for 

each)  

4. Point of view: This novel is told from whose perspective? How do you know this?   

5. Explain three complications the main character(s) needs to deal with at school.   

6. Explain the man vs. man external conflict in the book?   

7. Looking at the main character, what is her/his main internal conflict? Explain.   

8. How are these conflicts resolved? Are all of the conflicts resolved?   

9. What is the climax of the novel? Explain.  

10. In Chapter 10 (p. 119 in the Grand Central Publishing edition), Miss Maudie says, 

"'Mockingbirds don't do one thing but make music for us to enjoy. They don't eat up people's 

gardens, don't nest in corncribs, they don't do one thing but sing their hearts out for us. That's 

why it's a sin to kill a mockingbird.'" This quotation (and several more like it) explains an 

important theme of this novel. (A theme is the writer’s message about life.) Write this theme in 

your own words. Do not refer to mockingbirds because the statement above is just a metaphor 

for humans.       

11. Explain why this is a Bildungsroman novel. Look back at the definition.   

 



Assessment  

A range (93-100%) – Answers indicate critical and close reading, thoughtful engagement and 

analysis. Very few if any grammatical or formatting errors are present. All directions are 

followed.   

B range (85-92%) – Answers predominantly critical and close reading, and mostly thoughtful 

engagement and analysis. Some, although few, grammatical or formatting errors may be present. 

All directions are followed.   

C range (77-84%) – Answers indicate some critical and close reading and analysis, although 

understanding of the text may be tangential or superficial. Very few if any grammatical or 

formatting errors are present. All directions are followed.  

D or F – (0-76%) These responses are not acceptable for English III level work.  It is unclear 

whether the book was read, or understood.  Multiple errors in grammar and formatting may be 

present.   

  


